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• The idea of joint exploration or 
joint development in contested 
territories is not new. 

• The idea was first implemented 
in the 1950s with the signing of 
the 1958  Joint Oil Development 
Agreement between Saudi 
Arabia and Bahrain 
– Divided the continental shelf in 

the Persian Gulf between the two 
countries. 





This was followed by the following: 
–  Abu Dhabi-Qatar Joint Development Agreement (1969) 
–France-Spain Agreement on the Bay of Biscal (1974) 
–Saudi Arabia-Sudan Joint Development Agreement (1974) 
–  Japan-South Korea Joint Development Agreement (1974) 
–  Malaysia-Thailand Joint Development Agreement (1979) 
–Australia-Indonesia Agreement (1989) 
–China-Vietnam Joint Development Agreement (2000),  
–Brunei-Malaysia Joint Development Agreement (2009) 
–Others



In the South China 
Sea, then President 
Deng Xiaoping  
proposed in the 1970s  
the idea of “shelving 
disputes and seeking 
joint development”.



In the 1980s, UNCLOS urges parties with 
territorial disputes to pursue “provisional 
arrangements of a practical nature”  but 
“without prejudice to the final delimitation” of 
territorial disputes.



2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties

3 Major Elements 
–Upholding norms for state-to-state 
interactions, particularly on dispute 
settlement 

–Promoting confidence building measures 

–Pursuing cooperative activities



DOC Paragraph 6
Pending a comprehensive and durable settlement of the disputes, 
the Parties concerned may explore or undertake cooperative 
activities. These may include the following: 　　

1. Marine environmental protection; 
2. Marine scientific research; 
3. Safety of navigation and communication at sea; 
4. Search and rescue operation; and 
5.  Combating transnational crime 

 Including but not limited to trafficking in illicit drugs, 
piracy and armed robbery at sea, and illegal traffic in 
arms 
International terrorism 

　　



JOMSRE in the South China Sea 
 Joint Oceanographic and  

Marine Scientific Research Expedition

• Phase I:   Philippines and Vietnam 
(1996-2007) 

• Phase II    Philippines, China, Vietnam



DOC Early Harvest Measures

• The Establishment of Hotline Communications among 
Senior Officials of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs (MFAs) 
of ASEAN and China in Response to Maritime 
Emergencies; and 

• Joint Statement on the Application of the Code for 
Unplanned Encounters at Sea in the South China



Source: US EIA, Klaudia & Sandler, 2005, Grenatec



• In 2005, the oil companies of 
China, the Philippines and Vietnam 
signed the Joint Marine Seismic 
Undertaking (JMSU) to promote 
the idea of joint development in 
the South China Sea. 

• But domestic politics in the 
Philippines resulted in the 
discontinuation of the JMSU.





• In 2013, then Philippine 
President Benigno 
Simeon Aquino III 
proposed the concept of 
Joint Cooperation Areas 
in the South China Sea. 

• But international politics 
prevented it to take off. 

•  Claimants, particularly 
China and Vietnam, 
opposed the proposal.



CURRENT SITUATION



The Philippines-China  
Bilateral Consultation Mechanism  

on the South China Sea 

• The BCM shall serve as a platform for CBM and for 
promoting maritime cooperation and maritime security.  

• They have also committed to discuss issues of concern to 
either side and cooperation in the SCS, and where 
possible, identify mutually acceptable approaches in 
addressing these issues, including cooperation programs 
and projects. 
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MALAMPAYA NATURAL GAS TO POWER PROJECT

➢ Started to sale gas to buyer –  Jan 02 
➢ 3.2 T cu. ft. natural gas 
➢ 118 M barrels of condensate





BUILDING BLOCKS



• Duterte’s paradigm shift to 
China has created a calm 
security environment in the 
South China Sea, resulting in 
the warming up of 
Philippines-China relations. 

• From the lowest level of 
Philippines-China relations 
under President Aquino III, 
bilateral ties achieved 
greater heights under 
President Duterte.



















ROADBLOCKS



• Domestic Politics and Popular Nationalism 
–Philippine constitutional requirements 

–May 2019 Philippine Mid-Term Elections 

–May 2022 Philippine Presidential Elections 

• International Politics and Involvements of Extra-
Regional Powers 
–More intrusive US FNOPs in the South China Sea 

–Increased involvements of Japan Australia
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